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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SCHOOLS

TEXTBOOKS FOR CZECHOSLOVAK ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE
[The folloving information vas taken from a mont periodi-

cal, Funkcionar, Vol VI, Fo 12, Prague, 25 June 1951.

All Czechoslovak youths are required to
middle schools (stredni skola), Most niddle-school
fessions, go to work in factories or ip agriculture,
university level.

New textbooks have been
cipsl subjects taaght in elementary

published during this school
and middle schools.

year

The nev textbooks teach the
people, about its ally the USSR,
fighting for peace and freedom.
the labor of workers and farmers.

The texthooks use phenomena
in the factories amd on the farm.

80 through elementary (rarodnt) and
graduates enter various pro-
or advauce to schools of

for all the prin-

youths about their homeland and its working
and about all the p2ople of the worlg who are
They teach the youths to honor lavor, especially

2nd examples from soctalist lire, particularly

The new textbooks, however , have certain shortcomings which must be over-

come in working with them and in future edit.ions.

The greatest shortcoming frem which all textbooks in the elementary and
middle schools suffer is the lack of an sgressive attitude on the rrinciples of
Marxism-Leninism and a compromising attitude in questions of world outlook,

An attitude of reconciliation tovard the influences of various

gles ig also visible in them,

bourgsois ideolo-
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The textbooks do not yet make sufficiently clear the importance of elimi-
nating capitalists and large landholders from power and of elevaiing the work-
ing class to positions of leadership. The difference between the pre-Minich
. republic and today's Pecple's Democratic Czechoslovakia is not yet clearly out-
= lined. The superiority of the present-day social, state » and economic regime

. 18 not shown sbarply emough. The textbooks do not show convincingly enough
hov high socialiem stands above capitalism,

. The textbooks do not indicate clearly enough the basic distinction between

the ideology of the pre-Munich republic, represented particularly by T, G.

: Masaryk and Dr E. Benes s and the ideology of scientifin socialism, which means
& real humanitarianism, a struggle for the heppiness of the people, and for
naticnal independence » in alllance with the USSR and the forces of peace through-
out the world,

Efforts must be made in the schools to overcome these shortcomings ard to
= use Czechoslovak life, the development of the USSR , and the growing strength
o of the socialist camp, to point out the enormous superiority of the 1deology of
< Marxiem-Leninism. The schools wust ghow how many struggles were fought and

how many victims euffered for gemerations to attain today's results ; they must
teach youth respect and love for tue Communist Party; they must teach love amd
loyalty to the great leaders Stalin and Gottwald.

The school curriculum must overcome the influence of antiscientific obscur- ‘
antism and superstition. The training of youth in Czechoslovak schools must
be based more firmly snd more extensively on a scientific world outlook, on
dielectical and historical materialism.

The outstanding holidays of present-day Czechoslovekia, such as May Day,
7 Kovember, 9 May, etc., must be mentioned in the textbooks and in clags .,

Training for socialist patrioticm must be considerably intensified, the
progressive tradition in the history of the Czech and Slovak Peoples must be
realized, and youth must be fired with love and devoticn to their homelard
and to the people. Youth must be trained in love toward the liberating army
of the USSR, to the new Czechoslovak People's Democratic Army, and to the Fa-
tional Security Corps » Which etands guard over the achlevements of socialist com-
struction.

School teaching, together with the activity of pioneer groups, must improve
the physical capabilites and the health of the students, and must trein the
students in disciplined behavior, in willingness to secrifice themselves, and
in preparedness for defending their work and their homeland.

The eristing textbocks do mot acquaint the students systematically and de-
cisively with the importance of the key branches of the economy, those of heavy
industry, The scheol curriculum should arsuse in the youth a lively interest
in 'teclmology, & desire to stand in first place in building socialism, the
wish to be & miner. a metallurgical worker, a worker in a machine-building plant,
a tractor operator, eic. The curriculum must be supplemented by examples from
work, particularly from heavy industry. It must also acquaint the students with
the advanteges of work in large-scale cooperative agriculture and with exsmples
of Michurin sclence, particularly {hrough practical work in villege schools and
in school Michurin plets , end by aiding J2D (Unified Agricultural Cooperatives).
Much of thic responsibility falls on the textbooks in natural sciences and in
civic stndies.

Other shortcomings in the texibooks result from errors in content and in
methodology.
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2 Nev Czech- andSlovak-Laggu_age Texts ;
[ X i

The pew language texts for the elementary ang middle gchoolg will teach
the children their own € on the basis of gey and timely language material ,
These books must be subjected to criticism, hovever, in the light or Stalin'g
statement op Marxism in linguistics,

M.

80 that the ¢hildren do not learn the subject, or do not retain what they learn,
The e textbooks for the middle schools are alge too difficult » poorly
organized, and Buffer from too mAny explemstions of meaning, syntax, and morpho-
logy, at the expenge of g systematic underetanding of grammey,

In accordance with Stalip’g otatements ap Marxism {n linguistics, train-
ing in the native languege i5 to be the main subject for pupils in the elementary
schools., 1f children in th

Jects such ag baeic studies, studjes about Czechoslovakia, and their owp lan-
guage must be combined into g single subject in which the greatest attention

¥ill be devoted to reeding, writing, and grammer, 7The children's study of the
Phenomena of the vorld about them will be kept in the ¢losest possible conpec-

the middle schools, increasing emphasis must be placed on 8ystematic training
in gramrar, so that the granmar studied in each class will be g continuation of
the waterial taught in the previous class and 50 that all of thig !:raining will

The basic language texthook is the speller. The first class of the ele-
mentary school hag go far used the olq speller, Doma & ve gkole {At Home ang at
School), which uses_the so-called global teaching methog 4 method iavolving
the uge of pictureg7. The propopents of this methog claim that it oakes {t
easier for the children to learn to yeaq, Howvever, it makes later training more
difficult, since the pupils do not learn the basic facts of thespy own language
thorougaly, Theretore, this method must be eliminateq from the schools, The
new speller, which must be prepared azd publighed Quickly, must be based on the
best experience of Soviet apg Czechoslovak teachers of elementary schools,

Beginning in the Pirst class of the intermediate school, the students are
to become acquainted with the basic works of Czech apd Slovak literature ang
with its authors; they are to receive a general, unifieqd Plcture of the national
literature. Also, the regders must not be & mosaie of selections from various
authors, but rather must give & picture of the strength ang beauty of the supreme
works of Czech, Slovak, ang world 1literature, Particularly in the bigher classes
of the middle schools, the Pupils will become acquainted with outstanding works
of progressive authors of other lands, especially the ISSSR.,

New Rusaian-l.anguage T'extbooks
L 2XLD00Ks

The npew R=;ss!an~language textbooks will teach the youth the language of Tol-
stoy, Pughkin, Gor'kiy, Lenin, and Stalin, The Pupils will become Acquainted
with the USSR ang with the liveg of the outstanding fighters for socialism and
vill make it 20s81ble ror Czechoslovak youth to unite pot only with the country
of socialism, but algo with the Peoplers Democracies ang with the eptire pro-
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Bovever, the pew Russian-language textbooks have shortcomings, The text-
books for the fourth class of the elementary school show remnants of the global
uethod of teaching reading, since the studenis are encouraged to read before
they know &ll the letters of the alphabet, All Ruasian-langusge textbooks,
particularly those for the elementary schools and for the lower classes of the
middle schools, showla contain, in addition to articles on life in the USSR,
information op Czechoslovakia, 1t is particularly Decessary to publicize the
unbreakable :riendehip of the Czechoslovak people toward the Soviet people angd
their boundless love for Stalin, The higher clasges of the niddle schools also
must piace more emphasis on Russiap grammar ,

the fourth class of the elementary school, the pupils are taught systematically
] to read ana vrite Cyrillic characters, and so that they will perfect their read-
e ing, vriting, and speaking koovledge of Russian through articles on the life and
T work of the youth and vorking people of the USSE and of Czechoslovakia, The
teachers shall roint out the relationships betvseg Russian and Czeech 8nd between
Russian and Slovak, By the time they graduate frop middle school, the students
should be able to read Russian youth Lliteratur: with comprehension and to ex.
Press themselveg ip Russian in simple senteoces, both orally and in writing,

Training in the fundapentals of the social sciences, particulerly geography ,
history, and ¢ivics, can contribute greatly <o the patriotic tralning of the
students arnd to their understanding of proletarian internatiopalism, The text-
books in thege subjects have, hovever, a pumber of shortcomingr which must be
eliminated,

G°°5£“EE¥ Textbooks

The geography of Czechoslovakia ig taught three times ip the elementary ang
middle schools. However, very little i3 taught about the USSR and the People's
Democracies, Only a few pages in the gecgraphy textbooks are devoted to the
People's Republic of China., The teaching of the geography of the capitalis+
countries shovs the influence of bourgeois obJectivism ang cosmopolitanism, The
choice of pictures 8180 should have been made more carefully. The pictures
of life in the capitalist countries glorify +hat life by pointing out the beau-
ties of the countryside end the progress of technology, but ¢onceal the trya
face of capitaligm; they do not show the oppression and want ip which the work-
ing people of these countries live. The textbooks also are full of unimportant
facts which are not sufficiently developed und which do not belong in general
geographic training.

teach the basic concepts of geography which are necessary for the more Inten-
sive study or geography in the middle school. VWork with maps of Czechoslovakig
vill make this much easier. The pupils will learn to read from maps and at the
same vime gain theip first over-all picture of Czechoslovakia,

Geography tesching in the middle schools should be much vetter organized.
An entire year should be devoted to the geography of the USSR, The students
should be acquainted in detati) with the People's Democracies, particularly with
People's Republic of Chipa,

lasds, and their struggle for national independence should be pointed out, The
students should be fcquainted in detsil with the Czechoslovak Republic, with itg
minera) vealth, industry, and agriculture, snd with the ruccesses of planned
soclalist development ,

- b
RESTRICTED

'

lease 2011/10/25 : CIA-RDP8 00809A000700100481-5

e i
. .

Deifid i Prt Sanitized pr Approved for Re



A

- CIA-RDP80-0080

9A0007

e 4l

00100481-5

EY R |

Declassified in Part - Sa

.

RESTRICTED ] STAT

Histogy Textbooks

History textbooks for the elementary schools should use detailed bistoricay
Pictures to acquaint the children with the mogt outstanding periods ang figures
of Czechoslovak oational bistory, Textbooks for the middle schools shoulg 8c.
quaint the children aystematically with the bistory op humanity frop the earli-
I €8t times to the Present. They should 8130 explaip the histories c# the Czech
and Slovak nations,

Insufficient attention ig devoted by tha middle-school textbooks to the
history of the USSR and of the People s Democracias, They do mpt point out
emphatically enough the internatiopsl significance of the Great October Socialist
Revolution ang particularly {tg influenze op the liberatfog of Czechoslovakia.
The textbooks d0 not depict clearly encugs the 1ife ang vork of Leuin mag Sta-
1lin,

The textbooks for the highest clasgeg suffer from too many historical de-
tails which Obscure the slgnificapce of the main 234 dacigive questions of hig.
torical development . The language ugeq in the history textbooks is pot suffy-
cleatly lively and does not succeed in Arousing enthusiagp for the history of
the working masgeg Tighting for freedom. mha Praesentation of Czechosiovak pa-
tional history is not convincing enough to avaken in the pupils ap uncoaquerable
patriotic pride for the revolutionary traditions of their people.

The mafn shortcoming of the history textbooks, Lowever, 15 their compromising
attitude toward the hiatorical-materialiet connept uf the development of humapn
sociaty, which is visible particularly ip the bPresentation of Czechoslovak
national history. Thig attitude must be complately eliminated from the textbooks,
It is particularly necessary to present a true description of conditions 1pn the

vf; 8overmments of that period must pe clearly uaasked and the true reactionary
i character of 7, G. Masaryk apg Dr . Benes must be pointed out. The Progressive
role of the USSR in Czechoslovak history and the struggle of the Communigt Party
of Czechoslovakia to throv off the capitalfe+ yoke angd to build socielism must

History teaching in the middie s¢hools myst be organizeg AC that more time
will be devoted to moderp bistory, from the Great October Socialist Revolution
to the present, The history of the Czech ang Slovak nationg must be given rot
a8 an adjunct to world history, but ag the ba:kboge of history traintag,

Civigﬂ

The system of teaching eivics must [ fundamentally <hanged, The tendency to
include i civic studies material {rop 82varal other Subjects and to underesti~
mate civicg 1tsel? ig vrong and injurious Thisg would make the socialist train-
ing of youth a secondary subjact, vhereas rpe spir’t of Marxism-ieuiaism muet,

. Penetrate g3 subjerts taught. fThe tenderey to irtroduce difficult 8rticles op
pPoliticsl ecoromics or on dialectical and bistorics) materialism into the tesch-
ing of the middle schools also i8 wrong, since thege subjects are too advanced

for children ip the woified /f51c7 schaols

Training ig civies iz the widdle schoplg snould be bageq on the constitution

of the Tepublic, on the policies of the Communise Party of Czechoslovakie, of the

4 A National Front, anq or the 80verament, as weyl 245 on the constitution of the USSR.
Thie teaching shoulg be concentrated {gy the third and fourty years of schocling.

In all social &6clence training, the importapce of the Communigt Party of
“zechoslovakia and of Presigens Gotiwald shoulq be emphasized, Mope effort shoulg
be devoted to Polnting out examples of Tevoelutiopary fighters of the Czechoslovak
and internetiopal vworking-e¢lasg movemexnt, ¢5pecially Lanin ang Stalin. fThig will
combine training in Soviet PRtriotism with training iy proletarian internationalism.
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If the elementary and middle scheols are +o traic cogacientious and educated |
vorkers and farmers » they must devote more atiention than heretofore to the fu- : ’
ture 11fe of these students, This means euiouraging love for wvork and the mas-
tery of basic working methods, It meAns more orientetion toward mathematice,
natural sclences, physics, chemistry, ang blology.

Training in the natural sciences not only h2g a practieal significarce for
the future activity of the egraduates of middie schools, but it algp plays an
important role ip the struggle 8gainst obscurantism apq superstition, in the
struggle for the adoption of a sclentific materialigt vorld outlook by the youth.
The teachers of the patural sclences should teach the students tg uaderstand na-
ture on the basis or the most advanced 6clente and should train the young people
to transform pature.

Mathematics Textbooks

The textbooks on matheratics, celzulation, ang Zedsurement conteipn very ex-
tensive material ror a1l 9 years of the compulsory unified [51c] achool, The

textbooks for the middle schools, hovever, s¢111 are 20t capable of SGlving the
problems of the Czechoslovak economy, of the factories, and of the JZD.

In teaching mathematics, the teacher must realize its sigpificance for the
development of abstract thought and the logical understanding of events and
facts, However, the existing middle-school 12xtbooks err {p nct 8pplying logi-
cal thinking to ..he problems of contemporury life. The effort to develop ab-
stract thought fn the students should not result ig burdening the mathematizal
curriculum in the middle 8chools, The system af teaching mathematics 1p the
elementary and middle schools should be fe-examined angd g 5izgle over-all system
Of basic mathematics]l facts apd methods should be worked out,

Na.tu.ral-Science, Physics, Chemistry and Nature -Study Te.xt.bq:‘_!_{g

The na.tu.ral-scien:e, physics, chemistry, and nsture-study textbooks in
general give & true picture of natyre, However, zhey should devote more attep-
tion to practical application., This does 0T mean the systematic elimiuation
Of the fundementals of these sclences, but rather that these explanations should
be combined with the ncientific Prieciples of modern production: wvith trips to
state farms, to JZD, and to ipdustria] erterprises; aed with practical work in
school claseroous, laboratories, and workshops, on Mizhurip plots, in sehool BAY -
dens, etc,

In the fourth and fifth classes of elemenvary sthool, the children ars
taught the basic concepts of pature. The textbooks on animate nature for the
fourth year of the elementary schools discuss the most ¢omon plants und animalg,
They deal 1ittle, hovwever, with the effget 2f man rpon animate nature and with
the trapsformation of pature, They do mot encourage an understanding of the
mastery of mature by max.

The textbooks op inanimate nature for the fifth year of the elementary
schools do a good job of Acquainting the childreg with the basic forms and pro-
perties of matter, but sometimes digress 1nto d4i“ficult aspects of physfizs and
chenmistry, particularly in the cage of the genersl concept of matter, At thig
level nothing should Ve attempted beyord teaching the concrete forms of matter and
their basic Properties, particularly their utilization in croductlion,

.6 .

RESTRICTED

.

S

itized Copy Approved for Relea

8 2011/10/25 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700100481.5 |




R N BRI Y
¢ .

»
f

i

N L
Declassified in Part

L ~

=

- Sanitized p Approved for Release 2011/10/25 :

" Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Appro

.
'

Y - - s

0-00809A000700100481-5

N R T
’ - ly e w »

ol CIA-RDP8

.

RESTRICTED

The middle-schocl textbooks of botany, z00logy, geology » physiclogy, physics, i
and chemistry are based on the rmost modern 8cientific information, They suffer, !
however, from tco much material, as & result of ¥hich the basic natural laws be~ :
come obscured. PFor example » Hauka o clovekn (The Study of Man) 1s workea out
80 exhaustively that it is much more appropriste for imstitutes of higher learn.
ing than for the middle schools. For this reason, the study of the natural
sclences in the middle 8chools should be orgenized so that individual factg will
be related apng will remain longer in the menmories of the students. The text-
books of botany and 200logy should devote more space to the practicel application

of the research of Michurin, Lysenko » Vil'yams, and other Soviet natural
sclentists,

Special attention should be devoted to improving the Polytechnic education
of youth in the fourth year of the middle schools,

The above shortcomings and others in the nev textbooks for the element

and middle schools must and can be overcome primarily in daily sehool work based
on these textbooks,

Now that almost all the basic textbooks are available, it is nhecessary and
possible to put an end to teaching from notes ip notebooks, which wag previously
unavoidable. All teachers pust nov use the new textbooks, All ol textbooks
vhich are still in the 8chools must be Teplaced by new ones,

Teachers still do 1ot fully utilize the nev textbooks in theip work. Each
individual teacher must acquaint nimsel.f vith the nev textbooks and base hig
teaching on them. A1) predagogical pericdicals, especially the new veekly
Ucitelske noviny (Teachers!' Nevs), must make working with the new textbooks
easier, by printing directions » eXperiences, supplementary articles to indivi-
dusl textbooks s ete, The kraj and okres pedagogic boards apd the councilsg of
teechers in each elementary and middle &6chool must regularly discuss the uge of

* the new textbooks. The experiences of teachers with the pew textbooks are to

be collected ang integrated by the Pedagogical Research Institute,
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